
Review Questions The Reformation 

These are to help you review for the next exam.   

1. What is an indulgence?  How did it become a major reform issue by the late 15c?  
2. What aspects of Luther's personality and experience contributed to his reforming 

zeal?  
3. What was Luther's core theological premise?  Make a list of his major ideas.  
4. How did the church initially react to the printing and dissemination of Luther's 95 

Theses in Wittenberg?  Why did they have such a strong appeal in Germany?  
5. Luther and Erasmus both attacked what they saw as abuses and pretensions of the 

church and the clergy.  Compare their criticisms and their approaches to Church 
reform.  

6. Although there had been heretics and reformers in the Catholic Church before Martin 
Luther, none had threatened the unity of the church.  What were the social, 
economic, and political conditions in Germany that contributed to the enormous 
success of Lutheranism?  

7. What were the religious and political implications of Luther's reforms?  
8. Why did the Holy Roman Empire, Charles V, in collaboration with the Pope, issue 

the Edict of Worms in 1521?  What were the implications of this move?  
9. Why did many German political authorities [especially the nobility] support Luther's 

cause?  Why was their support so essential to his success?  
10. What were the causes of the Peasants' Revolt of 1525-1526?  What was Luther's 

position in this upheaval?  Why did he take that position?  
11. Where was Lutheranism most successful in the 16c?  
12. What role did the Holy Roman Emperor, Charles V, play in the Protestant 

Reformation?  
13. What were the provisions of the Peace of Augsburg of 1555?  How was it a religious 

compromise?  What issues were left unresolved?  
14. Identify the main religious beliefs of Ulrich Zwingli.  How were they similar to Luther's 

beliefs?  How were they different?  
15. What were the basic beliefs of the Anabaptists?  Why do you think that they were 

labeled the "radicals" of the Protestant Reformation movement?  
16. Who were the Melchiorites?  Why were they so intensely persecuted?  
17. List the major beliefs of John Calvin.  How were they similar to Luther's beliefs?  How 

were they different?  
18. What was life like in Calvin's Geneva under his Ecclesiastical Ordinances?  
19. To where did Calvinism spread throughout the 16c?  
20. What impact did Reformation doctrines have on the family, education, and popular 

religious practices?  



21. How did the role of women in some Protestant churches change in the 16c?  Why did 
their social and religious positions remain the same in most others?  

22. According to most Reformation thinkers, what was the most important role of a 
woman in the Christian household?  

23. What groups in European society were most attracted to Calvinism?  Why?  
24. How did Henry VIII's marital difficulties lead to a break with Rome and the creation of 

an independent Church of England?  
25. What did Henry VIII do to the property of the Catholic Church once he was 

excommunicated by the Pope?  
26. Who much of Catholicism was retained during Henry VIII's reign?  
27. When and how did the Church of England become more Protestant?  
28. Why did Henry VIII's break with Rome have so much support from the English 

people?  
29. How did Mary I attempt to restore Catholicism in England?  Why did she fail?  
30. How did the power of the British monarchy increase during the reign of the Tudors?   
31. What new political institutions/government structures were created during this 

period? 
32. What were the differences in interpretation of the two terms--Catholic Reformation 

and Counter-Reformation?  
33. What were the accomplishments of Pope Paul III?  of Pope Paul IV?  How did they 

differ in their approach to church reform?  
34. How did the responses of the church hierarchy differ from the responses of lay 

people?  
35. What were the primary goals of the Council of Trent?  
36. List the major positions taken by the Council of Trent on dogma and church reform.  
37. What was the condition of the papacy as it emerged after the Council of Trent? 
38. List some of the new religious orders created during this period and briefly identify 

the religious mission of each. 
39. How did Ignatius Loyola organize the Jesuit order?  What was its purpose? 
40. How did the Jesuits differ from previous Catholic religious orders? 
41. How did Ignatius Loyola's Spiritual Exercises and the Jesuit movement itself 

represent a continuation of Renaissance humanism? 
42. Why was the Jesuit order so fit to serve the Catholic Counter-Reformation? 
43. How did women react to the Reformation and the Counter-Reformation? 
44. What appeal would the reforming tendencies have held for women?  Why do you 

suppose other women remained faithful to the Catholic Church? 
45. What were the political, economic, and social legacies of the "Two Reformations?" 

 


